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Melbourne's Dan Bull
is in the record books
and planning his
next challenge, writes
Stephen Drill

MELBOURNEIT
worker has become the
world's youngest
person to complete the
en Summits, Seven
Volcanoes climbing challenge.

And he made the final climbwith
his 99-year-old Nan.

Dan Bull, 37, has this month
officially been recognised by
Guinness World Records for his
achievements.

“I decided to make (Mount)
Kosciuszko the last. My family came
with me. Dad had just had a pretty
major hip replacement and my sister
came and Nan did too, despite
turning 99 on that day,” hie said.
“Weall drove to Thredbo and we
were climbing Kosciuszk
much support [ had from my family."
His Nan, Evelyn, who still lives
mdependentl)' in Mdlulnm,duint

climbers must reach’
seven highest summi
volcanoes on each

Heis going to swis
Ojos del Salado onthe
Chile-Argentina
border. It's the
world's highest —
and possibly
coldest— lake.

Andhe
pia.ns todo
itin his

Speedos.

which is more than 1500m of vertical
climb on brittle rock dubbed the
“murderwall.”

He has sacrificed a lot for his
climbing — holidays, home
ownership — so when he sets his
mind to a task he sticks to it

The St Bede's College graduate
began his love affair with climbing
after seeing clips on TV.

“Everest was definitely the
dream,” he said.

*“I remember seeing old
footage on the TV in our
lounge room.

“And then itwas
turning that dream into
a goal, that was a big
part of it.”
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“1 spotted this lake on one of my
climbs and I found out it was the
highest lake on the planet.” he zaid.

“I love waterand | love climbing. Even Hetook some
though I'm not really a swimmer | smaller steps to train
loved the idea of combining the two.” for Everest, which
Mr Bull plans to tackle the lake formed the basis of
challenge in water temperatures of as his Seven Summits,
low as-1C, in the next few months. Seven Voleanoes
He has contacted Guinness to find achievements.
out how long he must stay in the Mr Bull reached
water to earn the record. It's one he the summit of Everest
thinks that no one will break in May 2008. But he
Mr Bull asked a few climbing speaks about it as
friends in Melbourne to come along though it were
on his icy adventure. yesterday.

Bu{theyerthzrdﬁuﬂlmfethe “It was just
this moment of

exhilaration

what he has achieved.
He may have even - i
thought twice about P £
the infamous north
face of the Eigerin
Switzerland,
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he said. “ was above the clouds, [ was
above everything.

“And then there is this feeling of
dread because you start thinking ‘1
have to get down'"

Mr Bull said that on his way back
down he almaost died

The thin air meant that he was
taking up to 10 breaths in and out for
each step, making him feel “as drunk
asyou've ever been”,

And when he sat his 190cm, 90kg,
frame down in the snow for a break it
was almost the end.

*1 sat down and it takesa huge
amount of energy to get back up
apain,” he said. “ was aware of itbut |
didn't care. 'would have stayed there
longer but1 noticed another guy on the
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down a rope that had been left out in
the snow overnight. A layer of ice had
formed over the rope so instead of
slowing, he fell about 30m.

“I was flying down the rope and 1
ﬁw.ghtthis is out of control,” he
said. “ I started kicking the hell outof
the wall in front of me and I.hesnkes
in my boots stuck in.

“I was holding on for my life and
because there'sa Intquﬂunue’m
dimbing mpeﬁ-l managed to

'I'hewajr hedﬁm‘bemt
like something Wile/E Cor
do in a Road Ru&ler Cal

Ieﬂ sulimgma similar position ko me.
az relieved because havmg

* $omeone around you is reassuring.

,‘ }""ﬁll]ookedagmnandlnohced

_ihat he'd been there for awhile,
probabi}' years, because there wasa
layer of ice over him.

said, & P

Mr Ball thinks his Nan, who will
receive her birthday card from the
Queen in May, might have
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“That triggered metopgetupand | something to do with his

went barrelling down the hill.” determination.
On another climb, he *“1 had done some training on that
was the first to abseil ~ 40C day on the weekend and it was
about 4pm so | thought 1'd call Nan
and check on her,” Bull said.

“She’d been out all day and was
Jjust about to sit down in front of the
air conditioning but she said she had
to po outside and feed the birds.
"She’s a machine; mayhe that’s
where it comes from.”
stephen drill@news.
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VIDEO

See highlights

of Dan’s climbing
challenge
heraldsun.com.au

o

{dockwise from main) Dan Bull making the first ascent of an undiimbed,
unnamed peak InGreenland, April 2015; with the Aussie flag atop Mt Sidley,
Antarctica; amap showing the peaks Bull has conquered; on the summit of

Mt Vinson, Antarctica’s highest point: leaping above a rock formation known
as the Troll's Tongue over a flord in Norway: during a training climb on the
Swiss/ltalian border in the Alps: halfway up Koscluszko with the family: from
left, mother Jill, father Martin, Dan, sister Bridie and grandmother Evelyn.



